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Date: October 24, 2014 
 

D: Okay, so this is Diana Dombrowski. I’m here on October 24 on behalf of the 

Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at the University of Florida, here in 

Mathews with Mr. Forrest Morgan. Mr. Morgan, would you tell us how to spell 

your name? 

F: F-o-r-r-e-s-t M-o-r-g-a-n. 

D: Okay, and would you tell me when and where you were born? 

F: August 5, 1941, Norfolk, Virginia, Norfolk General Hospital. 

D: Okay, and did you grow up there as well? 

F: Yes. 

D: Okay, so you grew up in Norfolk? 

F: Up through the senior year of high school. 

D: Okay, and what did your parents do there? 

F: My father [inaudible 00:40] business and my mother was a florist. 

D: Oh, she was a florist? 

F: Can you hear this? 

D: Yeah, I’m gonna move it a little closer, though, because I know we have the 

divider in the other room. 

F: How, how, how can you tell that it’s— 
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D: That it’s recording? 

F: That it’s hearing. 

D: Oh, that it’s hearing? 

F: The quality. 

D: Oh, the quality? Well, we bought—we’ve tested a couple recorders before we 

even purchased these, and our humanities coordinator really liked this one.  We 

used to have external microphones, but those were a little problematic because 

students would forget to turn them on and off, like, maybe fifty percent of the 

time, so the microphone is included here, and as long as the time is going and I 

can see the record button here, I know that it’s working. 

F: But you can’t tell the quality is getting—is it picking up the volume? 

D: Oh, you mean if we—you were looking for levels or something like that, to tell 

that it’s picking up?  

F: Right, mm-hm. 

D: No, we don’t have that screen—that might be another option, but Deborah likes 

to keep it basic with what she tells us to do.   

F: Okay. No, I would agree with that. We were going to be using, for what I  have in 

mind, we are going to be using people who are not technologically skilled, I 

would expect. 

D: Mm-hm. She keeps it to plugging the recorder in, press record, press stop, and 

that’s it.  Just the two or three. 
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F: Good.  

D: Yeah. And that’s wonderful, because it picks up really good quality audio, 

archival quality. So, if you wouldn’t mind telling me a little bit about where you 

grew up, and what it was like to live in Norfolk: where you lived, where you went 

to school? 

F: Yes.  I went to Maury High School.  I’m sure you want to hear about the last class 

of [19]59?   

D: Yes, absolutely. 

F: Let me skip to that. 

D: Okay, sure. 

F: I was a rising senior at Maury High School in Norfolk when the general assembly, 

in order to prevent integration, decided to close certain schools.  I’m not sure who 

actually made the command, whether it was the governor or authorized by the 

general assembly, such that Maury high school was closed during my senior 

year, at least the first semester. As a consequence, I came to Mathews County 

because my aunt taught here, and the school board of Mathews County 

permitted people—there were actually two people from Norfolk who came to the 

schools in Mathews.  My wife and I were in the same high school class, and she 

went through Portsmouth, they also did the same thing.  Other kids went to so-

called segregation academies. I have not heard that term recently, but that’s 

what they currently called them. But I came to Mathews; I was quite happy.  This 

was where my family was from.  My family got here—and ancestors—in 1653. 
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D: Wow. 

F: And I think I know where they landed, actually, I think I got a shot of finding the 

house— 

D: Really! 

F: We’ll see. [Laughter] 

D: I’d love to hear more about that, yeah. 

F: What’s that? 

D: I’d love to hear more about that, as well. 

F: Yeah. I became state debate champion of— 

D: Oh, really? 

F: For . . . 

D: For Mathews? 

F: For Mathews, yeah.  It was Division 3, but hey, it was something. But I made a lot 

of new friends, and then went off to college.  And [inaudible 04:13], in my class, 

and there are several other people being interviewed here today, who were in my 

class, the class of [19]59.  The irony is that at our fiftieth reunion in Norfolk, at 

Maury High School, they awarded us diplomas from Maury, so I have two actual 

high school diplomas. 

D: I was gonna ask, yeah, exactly. So, most people have two high school diplomas, 

that’s really interesting. 
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F: [Laughter] Yeah, I’m not sure what it’s worth but that’s [inaudible 04:41] 

nonetheless. [Laughter] Next question. 

D: Oh, sure, sure!  So, you went the first three years of high school in Norfolk and 

then you were here?  

F: Right. 

D: Okay, all right, and— 

F: Which caused a lot of kinds of problems, because in Norfolk, they count the last 

three years for the purpose of determining whether you were an honors student.  

In Mathews, they took the first—I mean, the last four years. I didn’t qualify in 

Mathews. I was thirteenth out of four hundred people in Maury as we counted 

back. So that always bothered me.  Anyway. 

D: Well, some of what we’re interested in finding out about is what life was like in 

Mathews County at that time, so was the high school that you went to integrated 

or segregated at the time that you went? 

F: That was before integration. 

D: Okay, okay. 

F: It was just beginning to happen, this was 1958, [19]59, and Mathews was 

unintegrated.  It happened after that, but I don’t know when.  

D: Okay. 

F: I left the county at that point. 
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D: Okay. 

F: And went off to college. 

D: Okay. 

F: So, I don’t really know that aspect of it, but it was a very quiet town. For example, 

if you parked out here, you’d leave your keys in the car. So, I mean, it was that 

simple. [Laughter] But, that’s what I remember, that’s how . . . 

D: Yeah.  So, I’m interested in finding out what it was like when you were growing 

up here and also change over time in Mathews. Have you lived here for many 

years since? Since you were in high school?  What was the trajectory of your 

career like? 

F: No. I came back about fifteen years ago. 

D: Okay. 

F: I went off and made my fortune, I was a Wall Street lawyer. 

D: Oh, really! 

F: And international lawyer for thirty years.  

D: Where did you go to college? 

F: William and Mary. 

D: Okay. 

F: From there, went to law school at William and Mary, went to Wall Street, so that 

certainly goes there, and became an international lawyer and been to seventy-
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seven countries around the world.  Negotiated deals in most places from, you 

know, the Soviet Union to the . . . my specialty was a Communist contract. 

D: Really? 

F: And dealing with the Communist countries. You had to make sure that you 

protected your client, however, the Communists were insistent that they be in the 

Communist form. My first deal was Romania, and what you have to do is put the 

right language—it makes them happy, but you have to put the hooks in to make 

sure your client is protected.  Once I worked that out, I took that to the Soviet 

Union and to China, was very successful, they thought that was great. Greater 

glorification of the Communist party.  But, you know, again, it protected us, and 

we did so good for them. We had some problems.  One of the deals we worked 

on was a pipeline, a gas pipeline in the Soviet Union, and also, before the 1980 

Olympics, we were selling them flash cube technology—you probably don’t 

remember flash cubes— 

D: No. [Laughter]  No, what are those? 

F: Your Kodak instamatic camera. They were obsolete in the U.S., but the Russians 

were preparing for the 1980 Olympics, and so they’re buying our flash cube 

technology and manufacturing equipment. Deal never happened because the 

U.S. withdrew from the Olympics and they canceled the contract, but that’s some 

of the problems you have in dealing with odd countries.   

D: Mm-hm. 

F: I spent a lot of time in Saudi Arabia. 
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D: Oh, wow!  What was that like?  Do you have any favorite memories of being 

there? 

F: I’m not sure I have any favorite memories of Saudi Arabia— 

D: Yeah. 

F: It is, in fact, a medieval kingdom. The word of the king is absolute. There are no 

permanent laws, they make them up as they go along. I wound up having to go 

to the Saudi Arabia about once every six to nine months to see what the current 

law was. You have things like . . . I had a client who—seven clients—who were 

accused of drinking coffee during Ramadan, Ramadan being the holidays in 

which you’re not supposed to, during daylight, to drink or eat anything. They 

really just, police found the coffee stains in the bottom of the cup, arrested them, 

took ‘em in, convicted them. They were sentenced to a hundred lashes. That’s 

when I got involved. There was no due process in Saudi Arabia, the only solution 

was to appeal to the king, which I did, and he granted relief.  They were sent out 

of—banished from the country in chains, went to the plane in chains. I said, that’s 

a little better off than a hundred lashes.   

D: Mm-hm. 

F: Although they said that the religious person who administered the lashes has to 

have the Qur’an on his arm, so [inaudible 10:10]. That’s the sort of thing we run 

into.  In Spain, I was targeted by the terrorists. The police came to us and said, 

the terrorists said you’re gonna be dead. They had just killed one of our people a 

month ago. So, we were protected by former CIA types and managed to pull off 
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the transaction. I’m still alive, so I’m fortunate. But that’s the sort of thing I did as 

an international lawyer, all over the place.  

D: Wow.  What brought you back to Mathews after so much international travel? 

F: After, I retired from—I worked for a corporation, Westinghouse Electric 

Corporation. When I retired from them, and I came back to Richmond, joined a 

law firm, and when I was with the law firm, I hadn’t planned to come back to 

Mathews, but I was looking around for a law firm after I retired—where I was, I 

realized we were close to Mathews, so I bought a weekend house in Mathews, 

which was in poor shape, really. I really fixed it up, and when I retired from where 

I was we moved here, so that’s where I am now. Been here for about fifteen 

years, and renewed acquaintances with all the former people and have become 

involved in the historical society here. We have many, many projects running.  

This is one of them. [Laughter] 

D: Yeah. [Laughter] 

F: And I had become an archaeologist. The state will train you an archaeologist, an 

amateur archaeologist. 

D: Oh, wow. 

F: And I’d been through that process.  And we found, in Mathews, a couple of 

significant places. One is a 1650 tobacco farm with thousands of artifacts. 

Another one is a major plantation that no one knew anything about, but as large 

and important as the major plantations on the James River— 
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D: Which plantation is that? 

F: That’s called North End. 

D: Okay. 

F: That’s one of the places we were considering taking you to, but you went to . . . 

D: We went to Rosewell.  

F: Rosewell and then—  

D: Hewick.  In Middlesex. 

F: Where? 

D: Well, we went to the Hewick House, in Middlesex?   

F: Okay. 

D: It’s down that big avenue with a lot of trees on both sides. 

F: That defines most properties here. 

D: Okay, yeah. That’s true, all right, that’s fair. Let’s see.  Well, it’s a big brick 

building, that’s also a lot of the buildings here. 

F:  [Laughter] 

D: It’s in a big field, so the trees . . . it took a minute for us to drive down and there 

are English gardens there that they keep up and it’s used for a lot of events. 

F: Right, that was in Middlesex. 

D: It was. 
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F: I hadn’t heard about that, okay, that’s good! 

D: Yeah, it’s good.  We also enjoyed Rosewell a great deal, yeah. 

F: And I understand you went to a plantation to do some archaeological work? 

D: Yes!  Yeah, mm-hm. The Fairfield House. 

F: Yes.  I have arranged for you to have a tour of Jamestown.   

D: Oh, wow. 

F: I’ve come up with a professional archaeologist who will show you around.   

D: Oh, that’s great! 

F: If you wanna do that. 

D: Sure, yeah! I’ll defer to Jess on our schedule, but it sounds interesting. 

F: No, I understand.  So, if you all want to do it, she said she was up to doing it, but 

we’ll see. 

D: Yeah!  Good! 

F: But that’s the sort of thing I’ve been doing here, and I’m a member of five 

historical boards, and— 

D: Can you tell me all five? 

F: What’s that? 

D: Could you tell us all five, for the record? 



TMP-065; Morgan; Page 12 
 

F: Yes. I was a founder of the Tidewater Virginia Historical Society out of 

Williamsburg, and what we’re doing is several projects, including setting up a 

museum trail, the museums through the Middle Peninsula, the middle of the 

neck, and we’re providing a digital means of finding them. The idea is you’re 

using your smart phone.  As you’re coming through, you can dial ‘em up, and you 

can see where they are, the hours, the collection, and so forth, which they are 

very happy with, because these are small museums. That’s one of the projects, 

but that’s giving you an idea of what we’re working on. And, I’m trying to think if 

you’re involved, but I guess you’re not involved in any of this, but we do bus tours 

and so forth.  Then there’s Mathews County Historical Society, which is 

sponsoring your organization here, and then there is the Archaeological Society 

of Virginia, Middle Peninsula Chapter, of which I am Vice President, and they do 

archaeology. Then, two weeks ago, I was elected Vice President of the 

Archaeological Society of Virginia and the state organization.  There are six 

hundred archaeologists, and— 

D: Congratulations. 

F: I’m not sure that’s the word, but we have a number of plans going forward from 

there.  But that’s the sort of thing I’ve been doing recently. The problem we 

have—the problem, challenge in Mathews, it has substantial history, but it’s 

never really been examined. I did a presentation on the history Mathews County 

and pointing out that, in the 1600s, well, Mathews—well, put it this way. 

Gloucester was the largest county in the colonies. Kingston Parish was the 
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wealthiest town in Gloucester, and therefore the wealthiest parish in the colonies.  

That was the 1600s, largely from raising tobacco. That has changed a little bit. 

D: Yeah. 

F: [Laughter] We’re just a quiet, rural town. Now, we’re some distance from any 

interstate, but in those days, the Chesapeake Bay was the interstate, and 

Mathews was a natural place for people to come. That’s why we had a large 

population who were all raising tobacco and were very successful.  

D: And your family was here? 

F: What’s that? 

D: And your family was here from 1650 on? Is that what you said? 

F: 1653, yeah. They landed near Garden Creek.  Garden Creek?  Did you catch the 

name of that?  We have learned to find sites, house sites from the 1600s. We’ve 

actually gotten pretty good at this, and we’ve found seven, or eight—there’s 

actually some dispute on how many we found, but there’s a lot out there. I have 

obtained several grants for the county—I guess I’m charged with being grant 

writer—In which we are, well, this came out of that.  We had to a grant to survey 

the historic homes in Mathews County and we did two hundred and thirty. What 

has developed was that the state wanted to make sure that there was a local 

dealing with the locals here, because in other counties, people would come out to 

the surveyors with shotguns.  Not a problem in Mathews County at all.  But what I 

heard was a number of fascinating oral history stories that I didn’t realize weren’t 

getting done.  They were being lost!  And so I went to the Virginia Foundation for 
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the Humanities and they gave us a grant, and then we contacted Jessica and 

she had a project for us, and then the rest, as they say, is history. 

D: Yeah. 

F: We’ve come on this project, which we’re very thankful for, because this is gonna 

jumpstart it.  And these two ladies are going to be working on the program to 

develop volunteers, the Saturday program.  The object is to develop that 

information and create an archive here, in the here in the library.  What I found 

from talking to other counties, Albemarle, for example, which is interesting—

that’s where the University of Virginia is—they did an oral history program, but 

there were recordings made, but that’s it, it was sitting on the shelf. 

D: Mm-hm. 

F: What we want to do here is develop digital versions, as you know, that can be 

printed out, you know, but more importantly, I think, that will be preserved on the 

server. Researched through the internet.  The concept behind that is that you can 

do word searches, so you if want to find Mobjack and steamers, you can see 

anybody who’s talking about Mobjack and steamers. I’d asked Diane to focus on 

steamers—because we had steamers, there were no railroads in the county.  As 

a consequence, up until the [19]30s and [19]40s, everything was transported by 

steamers, coming in through the bay.  It would be nice if we could capture some 

of that, but Diane was telling me, as I thought, that most of those people were 

gone. So we’ll do what we can in that respect.  But, as you know, the trick is to 

capture people before they pass on. 
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D: Mm-hm. 

F: And that’s what we’re attempting to do.  

D:  Mm-hm.  Are there any family stories that have come down in the centuries your 

family’s been here that you would like preserved as well?  

F: That I would like to have preserved. [Laughter] 

D: Yeah, yeah! 

F: Well, the thing that excites people from outside the county are Old House 

Woods.  You heard of Old House Woods? 

D: Yes, yeah, yeah.   

F: I’ve been working on gathering information—I’ve been trying to find people that 

can talk about Old House Woods.  Turns out my family owned Old House 

Woods. 

D: Really! 

F: [Laughter]  

D: Oh, wow!  That’s incredible. Could you tell the people, like students who will be 

listening at UF, a little bit about it? Just on this tape? 

F: Well, Old House Woods—I had personally not experienced this.  I’ve offered 

several people to come out with me and we’ll see, but I’ve had no takers at this 

point. 

D: Oh, wow. 
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F: Old House was the first written version of the stories: you have the Baltimore Sun 

in the 1920s, and I have supplied Jessica with that article. I also found a lady 

who did a master’s thesis on Old House Woods.   

D: Oh, really? 

F: And I will have that in the hand shortly, along to on Jessica.  And I will put that in 

our library.  Surprisingly, that’s not in the archives here. But the story of Old 

House Woods is that it is one of the five most haunted areas in the entire United 

States, according to the internet. 

D: Yeah. [Laughter] 

F: You look up Old House Woods on the internet, you’ll see the description. And 

there are videos of people who have been there, stories, and so forth.  The basic 

stories are all kinds of ghosts floating around in Old House Woods, and several 

sources, one is that the goal of Charles I, who was executed—if I got the right 

Charles in there, in England—sent his gold over there to Mathews, and it was 

buried in Old House Woods, so there are actually people out there, real people, 

looking for the gold.  But people have also reported seeing individuals dressed in 

the period costume digging for the gold, the King’s gold.  Then there’s a pirate 

ship that comes floating in off the Bay.  Pirates walking around, you can hear the 

clanging, you can see them, and there is—my favorite is, if you drive up in a pick-

up truck, then their headless hounds will come and jump up in the back of your 

pick-up truck. And there’s a lady who comes down the road carrying a light, I 

mean, those, those are the ghost stories. What’s unusual is there’s a compilation 
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all in one place. You may have a much better feel than I do about these. 

[Laughter]  But I found this master’s thesis in which the lady did oral history with 

people in the woods.  

D: Oh, that’s great. Wow. 

F: Yes, it’s gonna be fascinating.  And the house itself, Old House Woods, allegedly 

burned down and then rebuilt itself overnight, so if you come back the next day, 

it’s there again. It happened several times. The last time, it burned down and 

stayed down. As an archaeologist, I’d like to find the Old House Woods. Find 

behind the old house. I’ve checked with several people, it’s not there any longer.  

The state maintains a list of houses—historic houses—throughout the 

Commonwealth. As I was saying, do you have a place for houses that burn down 

and come back the next day? They have no sense of humor. [Laughter] But 

that’s some of the things we have in Mathews County.  That seems to draw the 

attention of people from the outside.   

D: So, that’s near the coast? The location, is it right there on the water?   

F: Yes, it is. It’s on the Chesapeake Bay, it’s at a place called Diggs— 

D: Okay. 

F: About four or five miles down the road here. 

D: Okay.   

F: We can take you down there and show you. 

D: Oh, yeah. That’s great! 
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F: But if you want to go at night, that makes it exciting.  The, well . . .  

D: Yeah. So that property was in your family, that was your family’s house?   

F: Yes, it was. The extended family, not the direct family. Unfortunately, the person 

who really knew the most died last year, and I didn’t have a chance to get her on 

tape. But such is life.   

D: So, you had family who lived in Old House Woods and then around the county?  

What did they do, primarily? 

F: Farmers.  

D: Okay, what did they farm? 

F: They farmed grains. 

D: Okay, okay. 

F: The houses, the properties are still there.  Many of the houses have been 

abandoned, unfortunately, because . . . 

D: Oh, really. 

F: One of the things we’ve been doing with the survey—as I mentioned, the survey 

of all the houses in the county—is, we’ve seen a lot of them.  Some of them are 

abandoned, no longer used, in part because of the way the water has developed.  

They’re at risk for being flooded, as that’s changed.  So they’re not, not really 

usable now, as such, but it’s interesting, seeing them from the history standpoint.  
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D: Yeah, absolutely.  I know a little about coastlines in Florida, you know. [Laughter] 

And how powerful that can be, yeah. 

F: And I’ve inherited several of the family Bibles. 

D: Oh, really? 

F: Yes. 

D: With names?  Are they written in and that kind of thing? 

F: Yes, quite. And printed on the front, as a matter of fact. 

D: Oh. 

F: I have a—my great-great-great grandfather was in the Confederate army, and I 

have his Bible. 

D: Really. 

F: It has his name printed on the front of it.  

D: Wow. 

F: As is not unusual in Mathews County, I would say, if the people have been here 

for a while, is that they have family records and they have family stories and so 

forth.  It’s just one large, I suppose, extended family, in many respects.  The 

people I knew have largely passed on, and people begin to move from the 

county, and other things. But when I was here in high school, I met a lot of my 

relatives, who are fascinating people, but have now moved on, their children 

have moved on. They died and the children moved on, which I think is the nature 
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of the county.  You may hear that from some of the other people that you’re 

doing interviews with. 

D: Why do you think that is? 

F: Because, typical of rural counties, there isn’t the industry.  Fishing used to be the 

principal industry.  Mathews was the only county in Virginia in which fishing was 

the principle industry, and that’s died down.  The oystering has died down, due to 

oyster disease and so forth.  So it’s no longer available, and other jobs have 

opened up other places.  I was on an economic development council for 

Mathews for a while, and it was not obvious to us what we could bring into the 

county that was unique, to take advantage of.  So that’s the problem.  A lot of 

people here are from other places, they’re retiring here.  

D: Come-heres? 

F: Excuse me? 

D: I heard, come-here is a— 

F: Yes.  Well, they’re come-heres, yes, but you’re a come-here for a long time.  My 

grandmother used to say it takes three generations to before you’re no longer a 

come-here, so. 

D: Wow. [Laughter] 

F: Well, yeah. It’s a matter of your perspective. 

D: Yeah, mm-hm.  Well, I wonder, since you’ve been doing your own family history, 

too, if there’s anything that you’ve learned, since you’ve been back and you’ve 
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started doing that work about where your family lived, or what they did, or 

members of your family and their lives.   

F: Well, the surprising thing is Bette, who is a librarian here, we are related, 

actually. We have the same great-grandfather, I guess it is.  She pointed out that 

one of my ancestors was, in fact, a turncoat during the Civil War. 

D: Wow. What’s that story?  What’s the story behind that? 

F: I think he decided it was more proximal to be with the Yankees than with the 

Confederates.  He was actually in the Confederate Army, the Confederate Navy, 

and then we went to the Confederate, we went to the Northern—I don’t know if 

he was actually in the Navy, but he was supplying the Chesapeake Bay. It was a 

source of transit, for goods, and it was with that, my Confederate ancestor was 

with the Mathews line artillery, which, the unit went through the entire war and 

had no casualties. 

D: Wow, okay.  

F: [Laughter] Yeah. So, that’s what you—you find the lot of people with Confederate 

ancestors, and because the county goes back so far, and the people go back so 

far, that’s what they relate to. Good, bad, or indifferent, that’s what their 

experience is. It’s not a hate thing, it’s the heritage that the people here have, 

which I think people from the outside don’t really understand.  It really doesn’t 

have anything to do with racism, per se. [Laughter] 

D: Have you had tourists come in or people like that who have tried to make 

comparisons?  Or have you confronted that in different ways of people visiting?  
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F: I’m not sure what your question is.  

D: Well, you mention people from the outside who think it might have to do with hate 

more than heritage, you know, that kind of thing, so— 

F: I’m not worried about any of that, actually. 

D: Okay. 

F: The problem people here see is that it’s no longer politically correct to 

acknowledge anything about the Confederacy.  It bothers some people, but that’s 

just the way it is. So I don’t see that as an issue. To my knowledge, maybe I’m 

just not seeing this happening, but there really hasn’t been a racial problem here 

since I’ve been back. There was the one when I left, so—there was integration in 

the meantime, but I don’t see that being a problem now. In fact, from a historical 

perspective, we work with—see, you didn’t get a chance to go out into the Wales 

Center— 

D: Actually, we did! Some of our students got the chance to, I didn’t, personally.   

F: Did you, did you see— 

D:  No. 

F: And I haven’t heard about the outcome, but we’ve been trying to get some 

interviews.  We’re working on a project now involving, that’s initiated by the 

Wales Center, of the black schools in Mathews since 1865.  They’re putting 

together—‘cause the project was done ten years ago about the white schools in 
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Mathews, and so we’re gonna try and blend the two together.  And there were 

three Rosenwald schools in Mathews. 

D: Wow. 

F: You know what the Rosenwald schools were? 

D: Yes. Yeah, I do. 

F: One is under the current middle school, so— 

D: Oh, really? 

F: Yeah.  The second one is the Wales Center. That was a Rosenwald school.  

There’s a third one that is in Hutchins, which I would like to dig, as an 

archaeologist, to see what it looked like, to get a feel for what it was undisturbed.  

And we’re still trying to find it.  We think we know where we are—where it is—but 

we would like to dig that as well. The basic premise is there’s so many great 

things in Mathews County, particularly the early years, in the 1600s, we are 

attempting to find. Surprisingly, they are still around. I am now seeking a grant 

from the federal government to do the prehistoric history of Mathews County. 

D: Oh, really? 

F: Yes.  It goes back twelve thousand years, and the idea: I’ve lined up already a 

couple of prehistorians who will help us, if we get the grant. But we’ll be exploring 

all aspects of Mathews County history that really hasn’t been looked at before.   

D: Do you all get the chance to use what you’ve learned in the historical society?  

You’re doing archaeology and bring that into schools at all? 
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F: Yes, we’ve done that to some extent. We’ll be doing more of that. The problem is 

that we have the SOLs, we’re trying to get it as part of the SOLs.  You know what 

the SOLs are? 

D: No, but I heard about it a little at the panel. 

F: They’re Standards of Learning.  

D: Okay. 

F: Virginia has them.  And they tend to teach the Standards of Learning, which is 

understandable, but we’d like to get this included.  Bette, the librarian here, has 

programs during the year that incorporates that. We’ve gone into schools, I’ve 

done several lectures with schools talking about the archaeology of Mathews 

County, and we’ll talk about the Bailey farm or—what we do is take artifacts into 

the school and let the kids wash them as they come out of the ground. You know, 

we put ‘em on the side and they wash them.  By doing that, they understand 

what the artifacts are, you know? As they come out and see what this is that, this 

was something, and we explain to them, piece them together, and once you’ve 

got the artifact, then you start drawing judgments about who these people were 

and why they used this implement. That’s what I find fascinating about 

archaeology, it involves all kinds of skills.  So, that’s what we’re doing in terms of 

finding the history of Mathews County.   

D: And what are some of the interesting things that you’ve found on your own digs?  

I know we just turned up a lot of oysters when we were digging, so—[Laughter] 

F: Well, there’s a Confederate Fort here— 
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D: Yeah. 

F: Called Fort Nonsense. Did you all get a chance to see that? 

D: We did!  Yeah, Tom gave us a tour. 

F: Yeah, he probably mentioned North End Plantation. 

D: Mm-hm.  

F:  We were doing a park, as you saw, we were doing measurements in the fort 

before it was developed as a park, just to see what it looked like before they 

potentially took it apart, and we found 800 artifacts associated with the mid-

1700s.  Since we’re in a Confederate fort, that probably was not what was 

originally in the fort—when it was a Confederate fort, anyway—which suggests 

that there was a plantation nearby.  So, we spent a noted amount of time finding 

that plantation, which we did, North End Plantation.  We’ve now found a wall of 

the house; it was a magnificent plantation.  You saw Rosewell, not quite as grand 

as Rosewell, which is the grandest building in the entire colony. [Laughter] In 

fact, the governor complained about a hovel—his house compared to that.  But 

this was a measure—the owner was John Page, and he was the son of Man 

Page, who built Rosewell.   

D: Oh! 

F: And so, we believe he had some of the same undertaking in terms of 

parameters.  We found the pieces. It’s on an eighteen hundred—North End’s on 
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an eighteen hundred-acre plot, and we found various pieces.  What makes it 

tricky, it’s residential area.   

D: Oh. 

F: So, we were concerned that the main mansion house was under a modern 

house, but fortunately it’s not.  We had figured that one out. That’s the sort of 

thing we work with, and that’s what makes it so interesting. 

D: Yeah. 

F: To figure out where these things are. 

D: How did you find it?  How did you end up locating it? 

F: This particular case, we knew where about, about where it was. But we didn’t 

know. It was on a line; we figured it was on a line somewhere, because the way 

these houses are built, we had enough experience to know that, if you’re building 

a 1740s plantation, you’re going to build on a hill overlooking the water. And we 

knew it was on a certain path, but we didn’t know where.  We found an eighty-

five-year-old lady who I was hoping you could interview at this point— 

D: Oh! 

F: But I don’t think she’s really in a position to be interviewed. 

D: Okay. 

F: She said she used to play in that area when she was a child. Her grandfather 

owned the land, and there was a big hole that supposedly was the basement of 
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North End Plantation. Now, it’s covered up.  But she said she could take us to it, 

and she did. She said, it’s right here, it’s seven feet from the driveway— 

D: Wow. [Laughter] 

F: And twenty feet from the house. So we did some probing, some digging.  I went 

to knock on the lady’s door and said, do you mind if we dig up two holes in your 

yard?  Eventually, I convinced her that was not going to be a problem for her, 

and we found all the things indicating that we were in the right place, and did 

some probing and found their front wall of the mansion house. So, the answer is, 

that’s how we find things. Well, together with a little bit of luck. 

D: Yeah, yeah. It sounds like oral history was at the start. Yeah, yeah.  I’m curious, 

too, about your family history, because I’ve heard that you were the mayor of a 

town in Pennsylvania, is that true?  

F: That’s correct. 

D: Okay. And your family’s been here a long time. Were any of your relatives in 

generations past involved in politics here? Or, what was their— 

F: Not that I’m aware of. 

D: Role in the community? Okay! 

F: No, I seem to be unique. 

D: Okay. [Laughter] 

F: I was chairman of the—well, I was a Democratic party official in Virginia in the 

[19]60s. 
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D: Oh, wow. 

F: Then I moved to Pennsylvania with work, and wound up being uh mayor for 

sixteen years of Peters Township, Pennsylvania. I’m told, I was ruling—let me 

put it this way, I never lost a vote in the council. That’s not because of . . . well, 

I’d say because I’d say of skills. You handle things.  One of the old rules is, don’t 

call the roll until you’ve got the votes, and the other part of it is, when you have 

the votes, call the roll. As chairman, you could stall things that you didn’t like until 

you got them the way you wanted them, and that was the right decision. But it 

took a while, sometimes. It’s fortunate that we had a council that was still the 

same way, so there really weren’t many great conflicts. Part of that is to make 

sure you choose the right council members in the first place. [Laughter] That’s 

just the way of politics. 

D: Sixteen years is a long time, too, so I’m sure you became an expert. 

F: Well, at the end of eight years, I decided I wasn’t gonna run again, and much to 

my horror, the last day before the filing deadline, people showed up in the 

audience with my papers filled out, and told me I had to sign them.  That’s how I 

wound up another eight years. Yeah. 

D: Wow. [Laughter] That’s pretty incredible.  So, you went to school at William and 

Mary, you lived primarily in Pennsylvania, and then you also traveled around the 

country— 

F: Around the world, yeah. 

D: Yeah. Around the country, around the world, yeah. 



TMP-065; Morgan; Page 29 
 

F: And I’m still alive, which some people think is odd, but I’m not now, nor have I 

ever been an agent in the Central Intelligence Agency. Frequently accused of, 

but just a simple international lawyer. Did a lot of big deals, but that was a lot of 

fun, as well. I have really enjoyed what I’ve done. Then coming back to Mathews 

County was the real joy, after having been away. When I came back, a lot of 

people said, I’m related to you!  So I actually hired a genealogist who went back, 

and it turns out, I am related to half the people in the county. [Laughter] Because 

when you start in the 1600s, it just fans out dramatically. 

D: Yeah. Did you find any relatives who were in the Revolutionary War? 

F: Yes, right. Thanks to the lady you met, Becky— 

D: Yeah. 

F: She has access to all those records. So, we have the Revolutionary War records, 

we have the Civil War records, and so forth. So, yes.  And the War of 1812.   

D: Wow. 

F: There was a major battle fought here in the county during the Revolutionary War.  

One of the first battles, as a matter of fact.  So, there were a lot of people 

associated with that. The Battle of Cricket Hill, which I suspect you’ve never 

heard of. 

D: No. Was it a big one? 

F: Well, it was fairly big.  It was significant in the sense that the governor of Virginia 

was tossed out of Williamsburg, as he was the capital, and he brought his 
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entourage eventually to Gwynn’s Island.  He had—it was floating. He had all of 

the lawyers with him, and he had his troops with him, and they set up on 

Gwynn’s Island, and the Americans eventually tossed him off. The British 

General said, there sit the Americans, like crickets on a hill. Hence the Battle of 

Cricket Hill. 

D: Oh. 

F: So, it’s significant in that it removed one of the major [inaudible 42:39] of a major 

colony, and removed the governor from the colonies. He went then to the West 

Indies. So, it’s significant in that respect. Overshadowed by subsequent—this is 

1775, so it’s overshadowed, obviously, by subsequent battles. 

D: It sounds like there is enough history here to fill a couple museums. [Laughter]  

F: We, in fact, have six historic interest groups. 

D: Okay. 

F: The population of Mathews County is less than 9,000, and we typically turn out 

anywhere from eighty to a hundred and ten people when we have programs. The 

one we had here last night, well, the other night, I wasn’t sure about. [Laughter]  

D: And we ended up having a full house. 

F: We did, and I was concerned it would be fuller than that. 

D: Yeah. 

F: Bette was horrified. I said, I’m thinking maybe a hundred people, because that’s 

typically what we draw. I think it was seventy or something like that, so, that was 
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the lower end of our—but that was not a historical program, so I wasn’t sure how 

to call that one. 

D: Do you all often work with people from William and Mary or other places around 

the state? Or is it mostly the six interest groups that end up getting things done?  

F: We work with the people we need to work with. We’re fortunate to have two 

archaeologists who are probably the best in the state, and we do archaeology 

here, in Mathews County. We have reference to William and Mary and to 

Jamestown. I’m a guide in Jamestown, that’s why I was able to set this up today 

for you. I know all the professionals over there, and they were happy to 

accommodate. 

D: That’s wonderful. 

F: And we did find one thing that baffled everybody here. And I took it over to 

Blythe Straub, who is the chief curator, and she agreed that it was baffling. We 

decided that probably the wrong attribution, that was the only explanation.  But 

the point is, we have those resources that we can use, but we don’t typically 

utilize them.   

D: Are you planning to in the future? 

F: What’s that? 

D: Are you planning to in the future?  To utilize— 

F: As is appropriate.  We have enough here that we didn’t really need to use, but 

they’re available when necessary. 
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D: What was the baffling item?  What was surprising? 

F: Well it was a piece of ceramic, [inaudible 45:15] detail we could get into, that was 

silver on one side and plain ceramic on the other. But shouldn’t exist. Blythe at 

Jamestown is an expert on the sixteenth and seventeenth century.  In fact, the 

British Museum comes to her. [Laughter] 

D: Really?  Wow. 

F: Well, she’s been doing this for over twenty years. They have 1.5 million artifacts 

have come out of Jamestown, and she’s an expert on essentially all of them.  

That and working with the British Museum. But she had not seen anything like 

this. So we weren’t sure what it was. It shouldn’t exist, but it’s interesting to hear 

her opinion.   

D: Yeah, what did she think? 

F: She had no explanation. 

D: Really? Wow. 

F: And we thought it came out of the seventeenth century.  She thinks it may have 

come out of the eighteenth century.   

D: Oh, really. 

F: And that may be the explanation. 

D: That’s a gap, yeah! [Laughter] Yeah, yeah. 
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F: But if she says that’s the case, then that’s the case! [Laughter] She is the expert.  

But we’re fortunate to have people like that around, that we can utilize. 

D: Yeah. Well, these interviews are going to be used by students, interns who are 

here right now, as well as others who are in the class in Gainesville, and a lot of 

the students who are here have heard a lot of stories about Mathews and have 

been really excited to come. So I don’t have any more questions for you, but I’d 

like to conclude the interview by asking if there is anything you’d like to say about 

your family history or if there’s anything you’d want students listening to know 

about Mathews when they’re a couple thousand miles away. 

F:  Our family is sort of typical, middle-class farmers, originally. Nothing special.  

Supposedly about Mathews, the reason Mathews was separated from 

Gloucester was, Gloucester was an area of large plantations, whereas Mathews 

was middleman farmers and fisherman. And that’s what I think you’ll see today, 

in the area. So, there are not any great heroes, or millionaires, or things like that.  

The one exception being, I’ll bring tomorrow some tapes that we got from a 

gentleman who was one of the founders of IBM, who, after he retired, moved to 

Mathews.  We have tapes from his children, an oral history, you’ll get a chance to 

look at those. I was just handed two of them, handed to me yesterday, so I’m not 

sure what’s on them. So, I’m sure you’ll see that. Do you all know of prominent 

people that we could talk about? 

D: It doesn’t have to be prominent. Just anyone who you’d like to talk about.  

U: I don’t understand the— 
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F: The question was, prominent people in the history of Mathews, I’m not sure.  

There are none, as such, that stand out— 

D: It doesn’t even have to be prominent people, because we’ve been asking the 

folks that we interview about, you know, their relatives, about values and 

traditions that they pass on or stories that they hear about their families through 

generations. And that’s significant, whether or not someone was involved in 

politics—is great, if they were, but if they weren’t, it’s still interesting to us, just 

the way that communities grow over time, and keeping that history in a record.  

So, we’ve talked to people who really just want to talk to people about their 

grandmother, who bring a picture, who talk about how important education was in 

their life and how much their grandmother taught them that. So that’s really 

interesting, you know, and I’d like to hear if there are any family figures in your 

life, who influenced you a lot, or in anyone else’s, too.  

F: We have ministers and teachers and so forth in the family. Excuse me.  

D: Mm-hm. 

F: But I don’t consider them unique. 

D: [Laughter] 

F: In any sense of the word. I mean, I’ll just leave them that.  I think Mathews is 

unique. Even the library, you saw the pictures of the courthouse, and I’ve been 

involved in tracking that back.  We have a large, as you know, fishing and 

maritime history. 
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D: Mm-hm, yes. 

F: We have a maritime museum here, as well as Gwynn’s Island, which you know is 

somewhat independent of an island. [Laughter] 

D: Yes, I’ve heard a little about Gwynn’s Island.  

U: Oh, you know, there is one tradition that more . . . more captains from Mathews 

County were simultaneously captaining ships around the world than any other 

place on Earth.  

D: Wow, really? 

F: Yes, right. That’s probably the best-known product, is just that, is the captains.  

And shipbuilding. 

D: Yeah, shipbuilding. 

F: In 1805, five percent of all the ships in the United States were built here in 

Mathews, seagoing vessels. Considering the size, which is very small, it’s 

unique. 

D: Mm-hm. 

F: One of the projects we had is to find the shipyards from that period.  We’ve found 

several, and we’re about to dig one. But, you know, that’s part of the history we 

want to highlight.   

D: Yeah, there must have been master craftsmen here.  
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F: Well, it’s not just building ships, but actually captains.  During WWII, I think 

maybe the most captains lost were from Mathews? 

U: Yeah, I believe so. 

F: And merchant vessels. 

U: A friend of ours was captain of the Moore-McCormack line for about thirty years. 

Went around the world, never home.  

D: [Laughter] 

F: Yeah, I know, I used to date a girl whose father was a Gulf captain. And I never 

met him.  

U: His name was Hodges. Raymond Hodges. 

F: Well, they’re certain common names; Hodges, Hutchins, like that. [Laughter] And 

Morgan, Forrest, yeah, that track through history. 

D: Mm-hm, yeah.  Those are all of my questions for you, unless you’d like to add 

anything else.  

F: Well, I’m not really sure what you’re after here.  

D: Okay. 

F: Bette, the librarian, as you know, is my cousin. Her mother was my home room 

teacher in high school, and one of this master’s thesis I was telling you about, 

about Old House Woods, one of the informants was my other home room 

teacher in Mathews High School. This was done about 1978, the interviews, so it 
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really is a small world.  And I think we enjoy it, but we do have come-here people 

come in, and they are a plus; a plus in a sense that most of the historical society 

things are populated by come-heres, oddly enough. Many of the organizations 

are that way except, maybe obviously, the church organizations. And I’m not sure 

that’s unusual, but . . . 

D: Why do you think that is? 

F: I don’t know why that is. I’m in many organizations. One of them is the Coast 

Guard, generally, which I joined to learn how to do boating correctly. And they’re 

all come-heres. We had one person who’s actually a native. That’s good and 

bad. I mean, we’d like to have more natives in, but the come-heres make 

significant contributions, so it’s a good mix. I think it works very well.  

D: Yeah, I think we’re learning a lot while we’re here for just a couple days.   

F: Yeah, I’m interested to hear what you’ve learned. I’ve seen some of the 

transcripts, they’re just fascinating, about what you find out.  And much of this 

history, as you know, is not otherwise captured.  That’s what I think is so great 

about this. 

D: Mm-hm. We do, too. 

F: Any questions? I knew you wanted to see what it looked like—was it good or bad 

or . . . 

U2: It’s good!  It’s good. Yeah, I like the way you’re there but you’re not . . . you’re 

relaxed.   
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D: Thanks. [Laughter] I’m trying. [Laughter] I know this is important, and I’ve heard, 

you know, for months, all the planning that’s gone into the trip, so it’s been a 

pleasure interviewing you.   

F: Yeah, I wasn’t supposed to be interviewed. I’m still not sure I should have been, 

but I wanted to see what it looks like myself, so— 

D: [Laughter] Sure. 

F: That’s why I volunteered. [Laughter] 

D: Sure. 

F: Any other questions? Along that vein?  

D: That’s it. That’s it for me.  Thank you. 

F: Thank you. 

[End of interview] 
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